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Nowhere in Peru or elsewhere are there such mum-
mies as are found in the Nascan tombs. Not only
are the bodies most perfectly preserved, but their
wrappings and coverings are rich, elaborate and
gorgeous. Ordinarily the Peruvian mummy is
doubled up with the knees under the chin, is covered
with a poncho or blanket, and, together with a few
personal belongings and ornaments, is wrapped in
layers of coarse sacking, quilted cotton and, outside
of all, a coarsely netted container of rope. At times
a mask of painted wood, of silver, copper, earthen-
ware or even gold, may cover the face, and the body
of a chief or priest may be buried with the insignia or
feather head-dress used in life. But the Nascan
mummies are of quite a different sort. Not only are
they interred with the finest pottery, the richest gar-
ments and most prized weapons and ornaments, but
in addition they are wrapped, bundled, decorated and
disguised until they bear no outward resemblance to
human bodies. The entire body is wrapped and
roped into a bulky bundle, the wrappings covering
head and all. On top of this is placed an artificial
head covered with hair sewed in place, and with a
mask of silver, gold or wood, painted, carved or
chased, to represent the face of the deceased. Upon
the head is placed a gorgeous feather crown, often
with a fillet of silver or gold. The bundle is robed
in the finest textiles and feather-work, and is draped
with necklaces and ornaments of precious metal and
semiprecious stones, until the whole looks like a bad-
ly proportioned, stumpy tailor's dummy fairly covered
with feathers, gold and silver, tapestry and gewgaws.